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USE OUR INTERACTIVE MAP OF FRANCE’S  
REGIONS TO CHOOSE FROM AMONG 
500 PROGRAMS 

LEARN
FRENCH

A SHORT PROGRAM OR CHOOSE

IN FRANCE
OR SUMMER SCHOOL
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LEARN
FRENCH!

  Explore programs in French 
as a foreign language

 1Source OIF, 2018

French, an international language1

 spoken by 300 million people worldwide
  working language of the European Union and an official language  
on 32 countries on 5 continents

  language of instruction of more than 80 million people,  
out of 36 countries and territories
  foreign language learned by more than 50 million people
  4th language of the Internet 

Choose 
a program 

that matches 
your goals and 

preferences



 1Source OIF, 2018

SHORT
PROGRAMS AND

SUMMER SCHOOLS 

The cultural experience you want …  
in a short program or summer school

An array of programs offered exclusively by institutions belonging  
to the Campus France Forum, your assurance of quality

Students may elect to receive a certificate of study or sit for an exam.  
In some cases, programs taught in French qualify for credit under  
the European Credit Transfer System.

Choose 
a program 

that matches 
your goals and 

preferences

Add an activity: 
athletic, cultural, 
artistic, 
food-related, 
etc.



CAMPUS FRANCE: ON THE WEB, 
AROUND THE WORLD, 
AND RIGHT NEXT DOOR
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Five countries host more than half of the world’s international students: 

the United States, the United Kingdom, Australia, France and Germany. 

France hosts 343,400 international students, putting it in fourth place 

after the United States, the United Kingdom, Australia but before 

Germany. International students account for 12% of enrollments in 

French Higher Education.

D E G R E E S  

TESTS AND DEGREES
IN FRENCH AS

A FOREIGN LANGUAGE
Spoken by 274 million people around the world, 

French is an official language of 32 states on 

5 continents. With English and German, it is 

one of the working languages of the European 

Union, the third-most-common business 

language, and the second-most-common 

language of news. With 125 million learners of 

French and 900,000 teachers, it is, after English, 

the most widely taugh language on the planet.

Since 2001, the Council of Europe’s CEFR 

has set reference levels for foreign-language 

proficiency. The CEFR has become Europe’s 

standard for language learning, with 6 levels 

of proficiency for purposes of admission to 

French postsecondary institutions.

TESTS AND DIPLOMAS IN FRENCH 

LANGUAGE REQUIRED FOR ADMISSION 

TO POSTSECONDARY PROGRAMS

The levels of academic achievement required 

to obtain an extended-stay visa for study in 

France were set forth in an interministerial 

circular (from the ministries of the Interior, 

Foreign affairs, and Higher education and 

research) dated January 27, 2006. The criteria 

included the candidate’s educational level, 

the quality of the candidate’s prior academic 

program, and the institutional framework of the 

proposed program of study in France. Criterion 

4 deals with the importance of “language 

proficiency, with assessment of applicants’ 

proficiency in French, including applicants who 

show exceptional academic potential.”

Several tests of French proficiency and 

diplomas in French language are accepted 

for purposes of admission into a French 

institution of Higher Education

>  To enroll in the first year of a program 

in a university (Licence 1) or school of 

architecture, international students (from 

outside the European Union) must follow the 

so-called preliminary admission procedure, 

known as DAP. Applicants must demonstrate 

their language proficiency, normally by taking 

the TCF-DAP or earning a DELF B2 diploma 

(or higher). The TEF may be accepted in 

lieu of the TCF-DAP if the applicant scored 

at least 14/20 on the written portion of the 

TEF. Some universities accept the DUEF 

(Diplôme universitaire d’études françaises) 

for admission into the first year of university 

study (Licence 1).
>  For enrollments in the third year of university 

study (Licence 2 or 3), in a Master’s program, 

(Master 1 and 2), in a Doctoral program, or in 

one of France’s Grandes Écoles, no uniform 

requirement applies. 
Each institution is free to set its own criteria 

for French proficiency. Prospective students 

should inquire about the language requirements 

of the institutions of interest to them.
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FRENCH
AN INTERNATIONAL LANGUAGE

TCF (Test de connaissance  

du français - Test of knowledge  

of French)
The TCF, administered by the 

French Ministry of Education 

and the Ministry of Higher 

education, Research and 

Innovation, is a standardized 

test of general French designed 

by CIEP (Centre international 

d’études pédagogiques, International 

center for pedagogical studies), a certifying 

organization that is a member of ALTE (the 

Association of Language Testers in Europe). 

The TCF satisfies the quality requirements 

of ISO 9001, version 2008, in all of its 

processes.The TCF test of comprehension and the 

computer-based test of written expression 

may be taken on computer in some 

countries.Test results are valid for 2 years. Candidates 

wishing to repeat the TCF or TCF-DAP must 

wait 30 days from thedate of their prior 

sitting. www.ciep.fr/en/tcf-dap

>  Study in France: levels required for 

applications for preliminary admission (the 

DAP procedure). A specific version of the 

TCF (TCF-DAP) is required for applications 

for preliminary admission (DAP). The TCF-

DAP includes a mandatory test of written 

French. www.ciep.fr/en/tcf-dap

>  Description of the TCF and TCF-DAP: 

www.ciep.fr/en/tcf
>  Registration fees and locations: 

Candidates can take the TCF in 712 

centers approved by CIEP. Centers are 

located in 126 countries, including France. 

To register, candidates should contact an 

approved center for information on testing 

dates and for the costs of the required and 

elective components of the test.

>  Approved TCF centers: www.ciep.fr/en/

tcf-tout-public/approved-tcf-test-centres

Learn more on the Campus France website

Information about your program 
site: institutional profiles, support 
services
Students > Resources center > 
Practical and institutional guides

Everything you need 
to know about the French language
Students > Getting organized > Learning French

A guide to tests 
and degrees 
in French 
as a foreign language 
Students > Resources center >  
Educational and research 
programs

•  www.campusfrance.org has everything you need to choose 
a program of study in France.

•  260 offices in more than 125 countries provide personal support 
and assistance.

•  The France Alumni network enables graduates to stay in touch  
with France after completing their studies. 

https://www.campusfrance.org/fr/espace-documentaire/informations-sur-les-etablissements
https://www.campusfrance.org/en/documentary-resources
https://www.campusfrance.org/en/documentary-resources
https://www.campusfrance.org/en/learning-French
https://www.campusfrance.org/en/documentary-resources
https://www.campusfrance.org/en/documentary-resources
https://www.campusfrance.org/en/documentary-resources
http://www.campusfrance.org

